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Congressional Briefings 

2020 

• Congressional Briefing: Federal Responses to Economic Crisis: October 5, 2020 

o Eric Rauchway, University of California, Davis; Jennifer Delton, Skidmore 

College; Lizabeth Cohen, Harvard University; Eric Arnesen, George Washington 

University 

• Congressional Briefing: Vaccine Development: June 22, 2020 

o Theresa McPhail, Stevens Institute of Technology; Thomas Ewing, Virginia 

Tech; Katrin Schultheiss 

2019 

• Congressional Briefing: Congressional Oversight on Presidential Misconduct: December 

13, 2019 

o Jeremi Suri, University of Texas at Austin; Kathryn Cramer Brownell, Purdue 

University; James M. Banner Jr. independent historian 

• Congressional Briefing: Geopolitics of Middle East Oil: November 4, 2019 

o David S. Painter, Georgetown University; Nathan Citino, Rice University; Anand 

Toprani, U.S. Naval War College 

• Congressional Briefing: History of US-Iran Relations: July 29, 2019 

o Mark Gasiorowski, Tulane University; John Ghazvinian, University of 

Pennsylvania; Matthew Shannon, Emory & Henry College 

• Congressional Briefing: History of Health Care in the US: June 28, 2019 

o Beatrix Hoffmanis, Northern Illinois University; Nancy Tomesis, Stony Brook 

University; Alan Kraut, American University 

• U.S. Gun Rights and Regulations: March 8, 2019 

o Saul Cornell, Fordham University; Darrell A. H. Miller Duke University; Karin 

Wulf, College of William & Mary 

• How Congress Reforms Itself: Historical Perspectives on Rules Changes: February 6, 

2019 

o Matthew Wasniewski, House of Representatives; Daniel S. Holt, Senate; John 

Lawrence, University of California; Michele Swers Georgetown University 

2018 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of the Higher Education Act:  February 16, 2018 

o Patricia Albjerg Graham, Harvard University; John R. Thelin, University of 

Kentucky; Arnita Jones, the American Historical Association 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of U.S. Infrastructure:  May 4, 2018 

o Janet Bednarek, University of Dayton; Peter Norton, University of Virginia; 

Zachary Schrag, George Mason University 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of US Trade Policy: June 29, 2018 
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o Susan Ariel Aaronson, George Washington University; Alfred E. Eckes, Ohio 

University; Marc Levinson, Congressional Research Service 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of U.S. Agricultural Policy: August 20, 2018  

o Anne Effland, USDA; Sarah Phillips, Boston University; David Hamilton, 

University of Kentucky 

2017 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of Executive Orders: February 17, 2017 

o Juli Azari, Marquette University; Matt Dallek, George Washington University; 

Andrew Rudalevige, Bowdoin College 

• Congressional Briefing on U.S-China Relations: March 27, 2017 

o Kenneth Pomeranz, University of Chicago; Jeffrey Wasserstrom, University of 

California, Irvine; James A. Millward, Georgetown University 

• Congressional Briefing on Civil-Military Relations: September 18, 2017 

o Eliot A. Cohen, Johns Hopkins University; Richard H. Kohn, University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill; Jaqueline E. Whitt, the US Army War College 

• Congressional Briefing on the History of Civil War Monuments: October 23, 2017 

o David Blight, Yale University; Karen L. Cox, University of North Carolina at 

Charlotte; Gaines M. Foster, Louisiana State University; James Grossman, the 

American Historical Association 

• Congressional Briefing on Automation and the Workforce: November 13, 2017 

o Amy Sue Bix, Iowa State University; Jonathan Coopersmith, Texas A&M 

University; Louis Hyman, Cornell University; Dane Kennedy, National History 

Center 

2016 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on on Zika: Historic Parallels and Policy Responses: 

September 12, 2016 

o J. R. McNeill, Georgetown University; Margaret Humphreys, Duke University; 

Alan M. Kraut, American University. 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on the History of Drug Policy and Addiction: May 9, 2016 

o David Courtwright, University of North Florida; Keith A. Wailoo, Princeton 

University; Alan M. Kraut, American University. 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on the History of Political Partisanship: January 29, 2016 

o Brian Balogh, University of Virginia; Joanne Freeman, Yale University; Donald 

A. Ritchie, Historian Emeritus of the Senate 

2015 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on History of the Voting Rights Act of 1965: December 4, 

2015 

o Julian E. Zelizer, Princeton University; Orville Vernon Burton, Clemson 

University 



4 
 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on History of Incarceration in the United States: October 9, 

2015 

o Alex Lichtenstein Indiana University; Khalil Gibran Muhammad, City University 

of New York; Heather Ann Thompson, University of Michigan 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Tax Reform in the United States: May 8, 2015 

o Ajay Mehrotra, Indiana University; Bruce Bartlett, author, historian, and 

economist; Joe Thorndike, Northwestern University  

• NHC Congressional Briefing on the Ukraine Crisis: January 23, 2015 

o Timothy Snyder, Yale University; Mark Von Hagen, Arizona State University 

2014 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Ebola and the African Health Crisis: November 17, 2014 

o Randall M. Packard of Johns Hopkins University; Gregg Mitman of the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison; Julie Livingston of New York University and 

Rutgers University 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Immigrant Entrepreneurship in Historical Perspective: 

September 12, 20144 

o Hartmut Berghoff, German Historical Institute; Zulema Valdez, University of 

California, Merced; Xiaojian Zhao, University of California, Santa Barbara 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Oversight of Intelligence Activities: June 9, 2014 

o Laura Donohue, Georgetown University; Mark Lowenthal, Johns Hopkins 

University 

2013 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Immigration Policy: April 5, 2013 

o Tyler Anbinder, George Washington University; Alan M. Kraut, American 

University; Mae M. Ngai, Columbia University 

2012 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on Space Travel: June 15, 2012 

o Matthew H. Hersch, University of Pennsylvania; Joseph N. Tatarewicz, 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County; Alexander C. MacDonald, NASA 

Ames Research Center 

2006 

• NHC Congressional Briefing on the Federal Role in Race and Reconstruction: March 13, 

2006 

o Eric Foner, Columbia University; John Hope Franklin, Duke University 
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Washington History Seminars 

2022 

• “Embattled Europe: A Progressive Alternative”, Konrad Jarausch, University of North 

Carolina-Chapel Hill 

• “Cuba: An American History”, Ada Ferrer, New York University 

• “Uncertain Allies: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Threat of a United Europe”, Klaus Larres, 

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 

• “Civil Rights Queen: Constance Baker Motley and the Struggle for Equality”, Tomiko 

Brown-Nagin, Harvard University 

• “One Quarter of the Nation: Immigration and the Transformation of America”, Nancy 

Foner, City University of New York 

• “’History, Disrupted’: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the 

Past”, Jason Steinhauer, Foreign Policy Research Institute and Woodrow Wilson Center 

• “Undoing the Liberal World Order: Progressive Ideals and Political Realities Since 

World War”, Leon Fink, University of Illinois at Chicago 

• “Looking for the Good War: American Amnesia and the Violent Pursuit of Happiness”, 

Elizabeth Samet, West Point 

• “Oceans of Grain: How American Wheat Remade the World”, Scott Reynolds Nelson, 

University of Georgia 

• “Only the Clothes on Her Back: Textiles, Law, and Commerce in the Nineteenth-Century 

United States”, Laura Edwards, Princeton University 

• “The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order: America and the World in the Free Market 

Era”, Gary Gerstle, University of Cambridge 

• “Counterterrorism between the Wars: An International History, 1919-1937”, Mary 

Barton, US Department of the Treasury 

• “Israel's Moment: International Support for and Opposition to Establishing the Jewish 

State, 1945–1949”, Jeffrey Herf, University of Maryland-College Park 

• “The New Atlantic Order”, Patrick Ossian Cohrs, University of Florence 

• “The Man Who Understood Democracy: The Life of Alexis de Tocqueville”, Olivier 

Zunz, University of Virginia 

• “Bad Mexicans: Race, Empire, and Revolution in the Borderlands”, Kelly Lytle 

Hernandez, University of California-Los Angeles 

• “New Scholarship on the Vietnam War”, Christopher Goscha, University of Quebec at 

Montreal; Shawn McHale, George Washington University; George Veith, Monash 

University 

• “What it Took to Win: A History of the Democratic Party”, Michael Kazin, Georgetown 

University 

• “Legacy of Violence: A History of the British Empire”, Caroline Elkins, Harvard 

University 

• “The Triumph of Broken Promises: The End of the Cold War and the Rise of 

Neoliberalism”, Fritz Bartel, Texas A&M University 
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• “The Spectre of War: International Communism and the Origins of World War Two”, 

Jonathan Haslam, Cambridge University 

• “Partisans: The Conservative Revolutionaries Who Remade American Politics in the 

1990s”, Nicole Hemmer, Vanderbilt University 

• “Last Call At the Hotel Imperial: The Reporters Who Took on a World at War”, Deborah 

Cohen, Northwestern University 

• “The Only Woman in the Room: Golda Meir and Her Path to Power”, Pnina Lahav, 

Boston University 

• “Christianity’s Fate: How Religion Became More Conservative and Society More 

Secular”, David Hollinger, University of California-Berkley 

• “Afghan Crucible: The Soviet Invasion and the Making of Modern Afghanistan”, 

Elisabeth Leake, Tufts University 

• “Realigners: Partisan Hacks, Political Visionaries, and the Struggle to Rule American 

Democracy”, Timothy Shenk, George Washington University 

• “By Hands Now Known: Jim Crow's Legal Executioners”, Margaret Burnham, 

Northeastern University 

• “Republics of Myth: National Narratives and the US-Iran Conflict”, Hussein Banai, 

Indiana University; Malcolm Byrne, George Washington University 

• “Ideology in U.S. Foreign Relations: New Histories”, Christopher Nichols, The Ohio 

State University 

• “On Account of Sex: Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the Making of Gender Equality Law”, 

Philippa Strum, City University of New York 

• “New Scholarship in US Intelligence History”, Thomas Boghardt, US Army Center of 

Military History; Nicholas Reynolds, independent scholar 

• “The Peacemaker: Ronald Reagan, the Cold War, and the World on the Brink”, William 

Inboden, University of Texas at Austin 

• “G-Man: J. Edgar Hoover and the Making of the American Century”, Beverly Gage, Yale 

University 

• “The Kennedy Withdrawal: Camelot and the American Commitment to Vietnam”, Marc 

Selverstone, University of Virginia 

2021 

• “The Last Million: Europe’s Displaced Persons from World War to Cold War”, David 

Nasaw, City University of New York 

• “On the Judgment of History”, Joan Wallach Scott, Princeton University 

• “Unworthy Republic: The Dispossession of Native Americans and the Road to Indian 

Territory”, Claudio Saunt, University of Georgia 

• “Gateway State: Hawai’I and Cultural Transformation of American Empire”, Sarah 

Miller-Davenport, University of Sheffield 

• “White Freedom: The Racial History of an Idea”, Tyler Stovall, University of California 

Santa Cruz 
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• “A Twentieth Century Crusade: The Vatican’s Battle to Remake Christian Europe”, 

Giuliana Chamedes, Harvard University 

• “Outside the Box: How Globalization Changed from Moving Stuff to Spreading Ideas”, 

Marc Levinson, independent historian 

• “The Daughters of Yalta: The Churchills, Roosevelts, and Harrimans: A Story of Love 

and War”, Catherine Grace Katz, author 

• “The Black Republic: African Americans and the Fate of Haiti”, Brandon Byrd, 

Vanderbilt University 

• “Archive Wars: The Politics of History in Saudi Arabia”, Rosie Bsheer, Harvard 

University 

• “The Fall of Reza Shah: The Abdication, Exile, and Death of Modern Iran’s Founder”, 

Shaul Bakhash, George Mason University 

• “The Politics of Mass Violence in the Middle East”, Laura Robson, Penn State University 

• “Bound by War: How the United States and the Philippines Built America’s First Pacific 

Century”, Christopher Capozzola, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

• “You Are Not American: Citizenship Stripping from Dred Scott to the Dreamers”, 

Amanda Frost, University of Virginia 

• “Stalin: Passage to Revolution”, Ronald Grigor Suny, University of Michigan 

• “Until Justice Be Done: America’s First Civil Rights Movement, from the Revolution to 

Reconstruction”, Kate Masur, Northwestern University 

• “Latin America & the Global Cold War”, Vanni Pettina, El Colegio de Mexico 

• “The Ever-Changing Past: Why All History is Revisionist History”, James M. Banner Jr, 

independent historian 

• “Restricted Data: The History of Nuclear Secrecy in the United States”, Alex Wellerstein, 

Stevens Institute of Technology 

• “A War on Global Poverty: The Lost Promise of Redistribution and the Rise of 

Microcredit”, Joanne Meyerowitz, Yale University 

• “The Free World: Art and Thought in the Cold War”, Louis Menand, Harvard University 

• “June Fourth: The Tiananmen Protests and Beijing Massacre of 1989”, Jeremy Brown, 

Simon Fraser University 

• “The Columnist: Leaks, Lies, and Libel in Drew Pearson’s Washington”, Donald Ritchie, 

US Senate 

• “For the Many: American Feminists and the Global Fight for Democratic Equality”, 

Dorothy Sue Cobble, Rutgers University 

• “Operation Moonglow: A Political History of Project Apollo”, Teasel Muir-Harmony, 

National Air and Space Museum 

• “Justice Rising: Robert Kennedy’s America in Black and White”, Patricia Sullivan, 

University of South Carolina 

• “Justice Deferred: Race & The Supreme Court”, Orville Vernon Burton, Clemson 

University; Armand Derfner, lawyer 

• “The Outlier: The Unfinished Presidency of Jimmy Carter”, Northwestern University 
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• “Fortress Dark and Stern: The Soviet Home Front during World War II”, Wendy 

Goldman, Carnegie Mellon University; Donald Filtzer, University of East London 

• “Assignment Russia: Becoming a Foreign Correspondent in the Crucible of the Cold 

War”, Marvin Kalb, journalist 

• “Rethinking American Grand Strategy”, Christopher McKnight Nichols, Oregon State 

University; Andrew Preston, Cambridge University 

• “Traveling Black: A Story of Race and Resistance”, Mia Bay, University of Pennsylvania 

• “Stoic Wisdom: Ancient Lessons For Modern Resilience”, Nancy Sherman, Georgetown 

University 

• “The Last Good Neighbor: Mexico in the Global Sixties”, Eric Zolov, Stony Brook 

University 

• “Indentured Students:  How Government-Guaranteed Loans Left Generations Drowning 

in College Debt”, Elizabeth Shermer, Loyola University 

• “Making the Forever War:  Marilyn B. Young on the Culture and Politics of American 

Militarism”, Mark Bradley, University of Chicago; Mary Dudziak, Emory University 

• “Divisions: A New History of Racism and Resistance in America’s World War II 

Military”, Thomas Guglielmo, George Washington University 

• “Guns, Guerillas, and the Great Leader: North Korea and the Third World”, Benjamin 

Young, Virginia Commonwealth University 

• “The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen: Warfare, Constitutions, and the Making of the Modern 

World”, Linda Colley, Princeton University 

• “Not One Inch: America, Russia, and the Making of Post-Cold War Stalemate”, Mary E. 

Sarotte, Johns Hopkins University 

• “Walk with Me: A Biography of Fannie Lou Hamer”, Kate Larson, author 

• “After One Hundred Winters: In Search of Reconciliation on America's Stolen Lands”, 

Margaret Jacobs, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

• “Insurance Era: Risk, Governance, and the Privatization of Security in Postwar America”, 

Caley Horan, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

• “Collapse: The Fall of the Soviet Union”, Vladislav Zubok, London School of Economics 

and Political Science 

• “Thirteen Clocks: How Race United the Colonies and Made the Declaration of 

Independence”, Robert Parkinson, Binghamton University 

2020 

• “Henry Kissinger and American Power: A Political Biography”, Thomas A. Schwartz, 

Vanderbilt University 

• “JFK: Coming of Age in the American Century, 1917-1956”, Fredrik Logevall, Harvard 

University 

• “A World Divided: The Global Struggle for Human Rights in the Age of Nation-States”, 

Eric Weitz, University of Minnesota 

• “Gambling with Armageddon: Nuclear Roulette from Hiroshima to the Cuban Missile 

Crisis, 1945-1962”, Martin Sherwin, George Mason University 
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• “A World Safe for Democracy: Liberal Internationalism and the Crises of Global Order”, 

G. John Ikenberry, Princeton University 

• “Threat of Dissent: A History of Ideological Exclusion and Deportation in the United 

States”, Julia Rose Kraut, lawyer and historian 

• “Engaging the Evil Empire: Washington, Moscow, and the Beginning of the End of the 

Cold War”, Simon Miles, Duke University 

• “Germany: A Nation in Its Time”, Helmut Walser Smith, Vanderbilt University 

• “Suffrage: Women's Long Battle for the Vote”, Ellen DuBois, University of California 

Los Angeles 

• “Post Wall, Post Square: Rebuilding the World the World After 1989”, Aino Rosa 

Kristina Spohr, Johns Hopkins University 

• “Soviet Judgment at Nuremberg: A New History of the International Military Tribunal 

After World War II”, Francine Hirsch, University of Wisconsin Madison 

• “Making the Woman Worker: Precarious Labor and the Fight for Global Standards, 

1919-2019, Eileen Boris, University of California Santa Cruz 

• “Ruling the Savage Periphery: Frontier Governance and the Making of the Modern 

State”, Benjamin Hopkins, George Washington University 

• “What Remains: Bringing America’s Missing Home from the Vietnam War”, George 

Washington University 

• “The Perfect Fascist: A Story of Love, Power, and Morality in Mussolini's Italy”, 

Victoria de Grazia, Columbia University 

• “Statelessness: A Modern History”, Mira Siegelberg, Harvard University 

• “Woodrow Wilson and the Reimagining of Eastern Europe”, Larry Wolff, New York 

University 

• “Political Fallout: Nuclear Weapons Testing and the Making of a Global Environmental 

Crisis”, Toshihiro Higuchi, Georgetown University 

• “Free Enterprise: An American History”, Lawrence Glickman, Cornell University 

• “Sorting Out the Mixed Economy: The Rise and Fall of Welfare and Development States 

in the Americas”, Amy Offner, Harvard University 

• “West Germany and the Iron Curtain: Environment, Economy, and Culture in the 

Borderlands”, Astrid Eckert, Emory University 

• “Stalin and the Fate of Europe: The Postwar Struggle for Sovereignty”, Norman 

Naimark, Stanford University 

• “A New World Begins: The History of the French Revolution”, Jeremy Popkin, 

University of Kentucky 

• “George Marshall: Defender of the Republic”, David Roll, Steptoe & Johnson  

• “The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln: Volumes I-III”, Sidney Blumenthal, Senior 

Advisor to the President of the US 
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2019 

• “Democracy and Truth: A Short History”, Sophia Rosenfeld, University of Pennsylvania 

• “African Americans and Africa: A New History”, Nemata Blyden, George Washington 

University 

• “West Germany and Israel: Foreign Relations, Domestic Politics, and the Cold War, 

1965-1974”, Carole Fink, The Ohio State University 

• “The Interrogation Rooms of the Korean War: The Untold History”, Monica Kim, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 

• “Vanguard of the Revolution: The Global Idea of the Communist Party”, A. James 

McAdams, University of Notre Dame 

• “The Politics of Peace: A Global Cold War History”, Petra Goedde, Temple University 

• “Gods of the Upper Air: How a Circle of Renegade Anthropologists Reinvented Race, 

Sex, and Gender in the Twentieth Century”, Charles King, Georgetown University 

• “Saving America’s Cities: Ed Logue and the Struggle to Renew Urban America in the 

Suburban Age”, Lizabeth Cohen, Harvard University 

• “Anatoly Dobrynin and His Legacy: Reflections on His Centenary”, James Collins, US 

Ambassador to Russia; Svetlana Savranskaya, History and Public Policy Program 

Advisory Board; William Taubman, Amherst college; Ambassador Anatoly Antonov, 

Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the US 

• “The Unwanted: America, Auschwitz, and a Village Caught in Between”, Michael 

Dobbs, US Holocaust Memorial Museum 

• “Ghetto: The History of a Word”, Daniel Schwartz, George Washington University 

• “Crystal Eastman: A Revolutionary Life”, Amy Aronson, Fordham University 

• “Catholics on the Barricades: Poland, France and Revolution, 1891-1956”, Piotr Kosicki, 

University of Maryland 

• “The Field of Blood: Violence in Congress and the Road to Civil War”, Joanne Freeman, 

Yale University 

• “Broken Lives: How Ordinary Germans Experience the Twentieth Century”, Konrad 

Jarausch, University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill 

• “No Great Wall: Trade, Tariffs, and Nationalism in Republican China, 1927-1945”, Felix 

Boecking, University of Edinburgh 

• “How to Hide an Empire: A History of the Greater United States”, Daniel Immerwahr, 

Northwestern University  

• “Cold War Democracy: The United States and Japan”, Jennifer Miller, Dartmouth 

College 

• “How Statesmen Think: The Psychology of International Politics”, Robert Jervis, 

Columbia University 

• “The Known Citizen: A History of Privacy in Modern America”, Sarah Igo, Vanderbilt 

University 

• “Women and China’s Revolution”, Gail Hershatter, University of California Santa Cruz 
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• “Land of the Fee: Hidden Costs and the Decline of the American Middle Class”, Devin 

Fergus, University of Missouri 

• “The Arc of Containment: Britain, the United States, and Anticommunism in Southeast 

Asia”, Ngoei Wen-Qing, Singapore Management university 

• “The Diplomacy of Détente: Cooperative Security from Schmidt to Shultz”, Stephan 

Kieninger, independent historian 

• “Triumph of the Dead: American WWII Cemeteries, Monuments, and Diplomacy in 

France”, Kate Lemay, National Portrait Gallery 

• “Civilizing Torture: An American Tradition”, Fitzhugh Brundage, University of North 

Carolina 

• “Bankers, Bailouts, and the Struggle to Tame Wall Street”, Kathleen Day, Johns Hopkins 

University 

• “Grand Improvisation: America Confronts the British Superpower, 1945-1957”, Derek 

Leebaert, technology executive 

• “Great Powers Panel Discussion”, Joshua Shifrinson, Boston University; Joseph Parent, 

university of Notre Dame; Paul MacDonald, Wellesley College; David Edelstein, 

Georgetown University; Stacie Goddard, Wellesley College 

2018 

• “The anti-American politics of John le Carré”, Adam Sisman, University of St Andrews 

• “Crashed: How a Decade of Financial Crises Changed the World”, Adam Tooze, 

Columbia University 

• “The Kingdom of God Has No Borders: A Global History of American Evangelicals”, 

Melani McAlister, George Washington University 

• “Haunted by Chaos: China’s Grand Strategy from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping”, Sulmaan 

Khan, Tufts University 

• “God’s Country: Christian Zionism in America”, Samuel Goldman, George Washington 

University 

• “Inventing the Immigration Problem: The Dillingham Commission and Its Legacy”, 

Kathrine Benton-Cohen, Georgetown University 

• “Empire of Guns: The Violent Making of the Industrial Revolution”, Priya Satia, 

Stanford University 

• “Democracy in Exile: Hans Speier and the Rise of the Defense Intellectual”, Daniel 

Bessner, University of Washington 

• “Behemoth: A History of the Factory and the Making of the Modern World”, Joshua 

Freeman, City University of New York 

• “The Stakes of History: On the Use and Abuse of Jewish History for Life”, David Myers, 

University of California Los Angeles 

• “Grass Roots: The Rise and Fall and Rise of Marijuana in America”, Emily Dufton, 

author 
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• “The CSCE and the End of the Cold War: Diplomacy, Societies and Human Rights, 

1972-1990”, Sarah Snyder, American University; Nicolas Badalassi, Institut d’Etudes 

politiques  

• “Sewing the Fabric of Statehood: Garment Unions, American Labor, and the 

Establishment of the State of Israel”, Adam Howard, US Department of State 

• “Safeguarding Democratic Capitalism: U.S. Foreign Policy and National Security, 1920-

2015”, Melvyn Leffler, University of Viriginia 

• “Loving: Interracial Intimacy in America and the Threat to White Supremacy”, Sheryll 

Cashin, Georgetown University 

• “Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America”, 

Ibram Kendi, American University 

• “The Class of ’74”, John Lawrence, University of California’s Washington Center 

• “Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941”, Stephen Kotkin, Princeton University 

• “The Age of Eisenhower”, William Hitchcock, University of Virginia 

• “Most of 14th Street is Gone: The Washington, DC Riots of 1968”, Samuel Walker, 

Independent Scholar 

• “The Thin Light of Freedom: The Civil War and Emancipation in the Heart of America”, 

Edward Ayers, University of Richmond 

• “A Life in Law: Tales from 20th Century Women Lawyers”, Jill Norgren, City 

University of New York 

2017 

• “The Last Superpower Summit”, Thomas Blanton and Svetlana Savranskaya, National 

Security Archive 

• “Fast Food, Civil Rights: McDonald’s and Black America in the Post-King Years”, 

Marcia Chatelain, Georgetown University 

• “An Extraordinary Time: The End of the Postwar Boom and the Return of the Ordinary 

Economy”, Marc Levinson, independent scholar 

• “Fraud: From Barnum to Madoff”, Edward Balleisen, Duke University 

• “An Appeal to Heaven”, Timothy Breen, Northwestern University 

• “The Tragedy of U.S. Foreign Policy”, Walter McDougall, The University of 

Pennsylvania 

• “Mexican Exodus: Emigrants, Exiles, and Refugees of the Cristero War”, Julia Young, 

The Catholic University of America 

• “Radium and the Secret of Life”, Luis Campo, University of New Mexico 

• “Set in Stone: America's Embrace of the Ten Commandments”, Jenna Weissman Joselit, 

Georgetown University 

• ”War against War: The Rise, Defeat, and Legacy of the Peace Movement in America, 

1914-1918”, Michael Kazin, Georgetown University 

• “The Profit of the Earth: The Global Seeds of American Agriculture”, Courtney 

Fullilove, Wesleyan University 
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• “General George C. Marshall and the Atomic Bomb”, Frank Settle, Washington and Lee 

University 

• “Looking for a Stranger: Albert Camus and the Life of a Literary Classic”, Alice Kaplan, 

Yale University 

• “Winning the Third World: Sino-American Competition during the Cold War”, Gregg 

Brazinsky, George Washington University 

• “Hearts, Minds, Voice: U.S. Cold War Diplomacy and the Formation of the Third 

World”, Jason Parker Texas A&M University 

• “The Cold War: A World History”, Odd Arne Westad, Harvard University 

• “The Impossible Presidency: The Rise and Fall of America’s Highest Office”, Jeremi 

Suri, University of Texas at Austin 

• “Mobilizing the Russian Nation: Patriotism and Citizenship in the First World War”, 

Melissa Stockdale, University of Oklahoma 

• “Park Chung Hee and Modern Korea: The Roots of Militarism, 1866-1945”, Carter 

Eckart, Harvard University 

• “Hitler’s Compromises: Coercion and Consensus in Nazi Germany”, Nathan Stoltzfus, 

Florida State University 

• “The Soviet-Israeli War, 1967-1973”, Isabella Ginor, Ha’aretz Newspaper; Gideon 

Remez, Voice of Israel radio 

• “Gorbachev: His Life and Times”, William Taubman, Amherst College 

• “The Other Great Game: The Opening of Korea and The Birth of Modern East Asia”, 

Sheila Myoshi Jager, Oberlin College 

• “Visions of Empire: How Five Imperial Regimes Shaped the World”, Krishan Kumar, 

University of Virginia 

• “When the World Seemed New: George H.W. Bush and the End of the Cold War”, 

Jeffrey Engel, Southern Methodist University 

• “Historians and the Anthropocene”, John McNeill, Georgetown University; Julia Smith, 

University of Oxford 

• “Moscow 1956: The Silenced Spring”, Kathleen Smith, Georgetown University 

• “Destination Casablanca: Exile, Espionage, and the Battle for North Africa in WWII”, 

Meredith Hindley, National Endowment for the Humanities 

• “The Myth of Independence: How Congress Governs the Federal Reserve”, Sarah 

Binder, George Washington University; Mark Spindel, Potomac River Capital 

2016 

• “Black Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warning”, Timothy Snyder, Yale University 

• “The Billion Dollar Spy: A True Story of Cold War Espionage and Betrayal”, David 

Hoffman, Washington Post 

• “The Nuremberg Idea: Crimes against Humanity in History, Laws & Politics”, Elizabeth 

Borgwardt, Washington University in St. Louis 

• “Ministers at War: Winston Churchill and the War Cabinet”, Jonathan Schneer, Georgia 

Tech 
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• “A New Look at the 1948 Arab-Israeli War”, Benny Morris, Ben Gurion University 

• “The Guardians: The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire”, Susan Pedersen, 

Columbia University 

• “Just Another Southern Town: Mary Church Terrell and the Struggle for Racial Justice in 

the Nation’s Capital”, Joan Quigley, lawyer and journalist 

• “The Diplomacy of Migration: Transnational Lives and the Making of U.S.-Chinese 

Relations in the Cold War”, Meredith Oyen, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

• “France 1940: Defending the Republic”, Philip Nord, Princeton University 

• “Foreign Intervention in Africa: From the Cold War to the War on Terror”, Elizabeth 

Schmidt, Loyola University Maryland 

• “Free Speech and Unfree News:  The Paradox of Press Freedom in America”, Sam 

Lebovic, George Mason University 

• “John Birch: A Life”, Terry Lautz, Syracuse University 

• “Freedom’s Mirror Cuba and Haiti in the Age of Revolution”, Ada Ferrer, New York 

University 

• “Undeclared Wars with Israel: East Germany and the West German Far Left, 1967-

1989“, Jeffrey Herf, University of Maryland 

• “The Rise of the Military Welfare State”, Jennifer Mittelstadt, Rutgers University 

• “Crimes Against the Security of the Nation’: World War II, the Cold War, and the 

Evolution of Mexico’s Anti-Sedition Laws, 1941-1970”, Halbert Jones, University of 

Oxford 

• “Imperfect Strangers: Americans and Arabs in the 1970s”, Salim Yaqub, University of 
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Matthew Dallek, George Washington University 

• “Kissinger”, Niall Ferguson, Stanford University 

• “Equality on Trial: Gender and Rights in the Modern American Workplace”, Katherine 

Turk, University of North Carolina 
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